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To the man who has carried so many of my rocks for 
over twenty-.ve yearsu Thank yol for hepgin� me make my 

writin� fantasy a reapityu 





Chapter One

T MOkayy ,OnotOq oquOiedbhOwsIOlrpIfO.fd.hONrIO’fOmd-OdNsrIO
IsONfhOdw.OcOdgswfOmsrg.ONfO:f-vsw-pNgfOPs:OpI;OWshOI’p-Omd-wSIOjbO
“:-IOdIIfjvIhONrIOpIOmsrg.ONfOI’fOgd-I;O
T’fOdp:vs:I?mp.fOdwwsrw”fjfwIOI’dIOvgdbf.OswO:fvfdIO”’pjf.O

pwOdHdpwY
Welcome to Charlotte-Douglas International Airport. For your 

safety...
T’fOIpjfOdw.Ovgd”fOmf:fOwsIONbO”’dw”f;OcOewfmOm’dIOcOmd-O.spwHhO

NrIOpPOcO’d.OdwbO’svfOsPO-r””f--OI’p-OIpjfhOI’p-Op-O’smOpIO’d.OIsOHsO
.smwhOpwON:sd.O.dbgpH’IhOvrNgp”hOmpI’OjbOf-”dvfOdO’rw.:f.Obd:.-O
dmdbOdw.OI’p:Ib?“xfOI’sr-dw.OPffIO-ebmd:.;OFgr-hOI’f:fS.ONfOP:ffO
”s”eIdpg-—O“:-I?”gd--O-IpggO’d.OsomeOvf:e-;
T’fOkd:”’O-ebOHgfdjf.ON:pggpdwIONgrfhOdw.OI’fO-rwS-O’d:-’O

:fCf”Ipsw-ONsrw”f.OsDOI’fO-’pwbO-pgxf:OsPOPr-fgdHf-Odw.OmpwH-O
vd:ef.OpwOwfdIO.pdHswdg-;OT’fO-fxf:pIbOsPOI’fOHgd:fOCss.pwHOI’fO
”sw”sr:-fO”sjvfggf.OjfOIsOmfd:O-rwHgd--f-;OBffvbOfbf-OmpggO.sO
I’dI;OAr:fhOI’f:fOmf:fOsI’f:O:fd-sw-OdOmsjdwOjpH’IO.swO.d:eO
Hgd--f-Opw.ss:-;OLet people wonderhOcOI’srH’I;OcOewfmOI’fO:fdgO
:fd-sw;OT’fOIfggIdgfO-IpwHOsPOIfd:-Ojd.fOjfOmpw”fhONrIOcO-r”ef.ONd”eO
dwbO-d.wf--;OT’fOzsbPrgO-lrfdgOsPOdOIs..gf:O”rIOI’:srH’OI’fONr-bO
dp:vs:IS-Om’pIfOwsp-fOd-O’fOvsrw.f.OI’fOmpw.smOHgd--hObdwepwHOjfO
Nd”eOIsOI’fOId-eOdIO’dw.;
T’f:fOmsrg.ONfOlrf-Ipsw-hOsPO”sr:-f;
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EB’bGLOJp-O.bpwHOxsp”fO:d-vf.Ojs:fOdp:OI’dwO-srw.;
EKf-hOTfU;OT’dIOmpggONfO“:-IOdw.OPs:fjs-IhOcSjO-r:f;LOcO:sggf.OjbO

fbf-OdIO’p-ONdwdgOlrf-Ipsw;O4s:Osxf:OImfwIbObfd:-hOcS.Ofw.r:f.OI’fO
jdw3’p-ON:dxd.shO’p-ONsp-If:sr-O-wd:ehOdw.OwsmG
EWshO7dggpfhOcSjOd-epwH;OB’bGOB’bOd:fObsrO.spwHOI’p-GLOJp-O

ms:.-O”djfOgsr.f:Owsm;OBd-OI’p-O-sjfO-’smOsPOPs:”fGOiwfOgd-IO
.f-vf:dIfOH:d-vOdIO”gfjfw”bG
EKsrOewsmOm’b;L
EBd-wSIOcOHss.OIsObsrhO7dgGO8p.wSIOcOv:sxp.fOPs:ObsrGOkdefO

“:-I?”gd--Ovs--pNgfGLOJsmO”sjvgfIfgbOTfU?gpefOIsOIdefOswO-mffIO
-pw”f:pIbOpwOI’f-fOgd-IOjsjfwI-;OcIS-Om’bO’p-OPdw-Od.s:f.O’pjhOI’fO
Commander of hearts;OPlease.
EKsrO.p.hOTfU;OKsrO.p.OdggOI’dIOdw.Ojs:fhONrIOgfIS-OHpxfO”:f.pIO

m’f:fOpIS-O.rf;OBfO’d.OdOHss.O:rw;O?rIOcOwff.Ojs:f;O8f”d.f-OsPO
gswfgbO.db-Odw.OwpH’I-hOpIS-OwsOmdbOIsOgpxf;O@w.OP:dwegbhOcO.swSIOmdwIO
IsO-’d:fOdwbjs:f;LOcO”:pwHf.OdIOdggOI’fOjfgs.:djdhOswgbOIsO’dxfO’pjO
.srNgfO.smwOpwO??jsxpf?gpefOdHswb;
TfUOm’ffAf.OdOgp-Igf--hO.fdI’?:dIIgfOHd-v;OT’fOI:rI’Omd-hOpPOcO

”srg.O’dxfOIdefwO’pjOpwOjbOd:j-hOcOmsrg.O’dxf;OcS.O’sg.O’pjhO
ep--O’pjhOfd-fO’p-O-rDf:pwH;OT’fwOdHdpwhOpPOcO”srg.O.sOI’s-fOI’pwH-hO
mfOmsrg.wSIONfOpwOI’p-Ov:f.p”djfwIOwsm;OT’f:fS.ONfOwsO:fd-swOIsO
epggO’pjhOmsrg.OI’f:fGOBxfwOpwO’p-Ogd-ION:fdI’-hOTfUOmd-ONfdrIpPrghO
:rHHf.OpwOdOmdbOI’dIOjd.fOjs-IOmsjfwO-msswhOdw.OmpI’OfwsrH’O
-mdHHf:OIsOIr:wOjfwS-O’fd.-OIss;O@w.OI’fO”:pIp”-Omsrg.OwsO.srNIO
msw.f:Om’bOI’fOPdw?Pdxs:pIfOHsIOIdefwOsrIOdIOI’fOIsvOsPO’p-OHdjf;O
Kf-hOI’f:fOmsrg.ONfOlrf-Ipsw-;OJfgghOI’f:fOjpH’IOxf:bOmfggONfO
mdpgpwHOpwOI’fO-I:ffI-;
EcOgsxfObsrhO7dggpf;L
cO-Isvvf.OIbvpwH;OEWsvf;OT’dIS-OwsIO’fgvpwHhOdw.OpIOmswSIO

”’dwHfOdwbI’pwH;L
EcOewsmhONrIOpIS-OI:rf;OcIS-Odgmdb-ONffwObsrhOdw.OcOwff.f.ObsrOIsO

’fd:OjfO-dbOpIhLOTfUO”srH’f.;
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T’fOHpHHgfO:s-fOsrIOsPOjf;O@O-rNIgfO-’srg.f:O-’defOdIO“:-IhO
NrIOI’fwOpIONrNNgf.OrvO-I:swHf:OrwIpgOcO”srg.wSIO”swIdpwOpI;OT’fO
pwdvv:sv:pdIfOHrDdmOf”’sf.OpwOI’fO”dxf:wsr-Odp:vs:IO”s::p.s:;O
Jfd.-OIr:wf.;OcO”sjvs-f.Ojb-fgP—OwsmOmd-OwsIOI’fOIpjfOIsO.:dmO
dIIfwIpsw;OAr:fhOcOmd-OI’fOswgbOswfOm’sO”srg.O-ffO’pjhO’fd:O’pjhO
NrIOI’dIO.p.wSIOjdefOjfO”:dAb;OJfOmd-OjbOjr-fhOPs:OCs.S-O-def;O
AIpgghOvfsvgfOzr.HfhO-sONf-IOcOeffvO’pjOswOI’fO.smw?gsm;
EcSxfOjd.fObsrOgdrH’OI’sr-dw.-OsPOIpjf-Osxf:OI’fObfd:-; OcO

I’srH’IOcOewfmOdggOsPOI’fj;OT’fOPdefhOI’fOHfwrpwfhOI’dIOsnortOm’fwO
pIO-wfde-OrvOswObsr;O?rIOI’dIOswfS-Owfm;LOJfOH:pjd”f.OpwOm’dIO
gssef.OgpefOvdpw;OcIOmsrg.wSIONfOgswHOwsm;O
EcOHrf--OpIS-O’fd:pwHOI’s-fOms:.-OP:sjObsr:Ogpv-;OcSxfOpjdHpwf.O

I’fjOjs:fOIpjf-OI’dwObsrOfxf:Ojd.fOjfOgdrH’;OT’fbO.swSIOPffgO
I’fOmdbOcOI’srH’IOI’fbOmsrg.hONrIOpIS-O’smOcOewsmOpIS-OI’fOfw.;L
EBdpIhO7dg;OkdbNfOwsI;OkdbNfOpIO”srg.ONfOdONfHpwwpwH;L
E8swSIONfO-pggbhOTfU;O8f”gd:dIpsw-OsPOgsxfO”sjfOdIOI’fOfw.;OKsrO

ewsmOI’dI;OcIS-O’smOI’fO-Is:bOd:”OHsf-;L
Flight 515 to JFK, New York. This is the final boarding call for 

flight 515 to JFK, New York.
ET’dIS-OjbO:p.f;OT’dwe-hOTfU;OcOjfdwOpI;O@w.OcOdjO-s::bOpIO’d.O

IsOfw.OI’p-Omdb;OCss.Nbf;LOcOHdxfOI’fO-gpH’If-IOvdr-fONfPs:fO’pIIpwHO
-fw.hOpwpIpdIpwHOI’fOwfUIOv’d-fOsPOjbOd--d--pwdIpswOvgsIhOdgjs-IO-r:fO
pIOmd-OI’fO:pH’IOI’pwHOIsO.s;OAlmost;OTsO”sjvfIfOmpI’OI’fOjdwOmd-O
dOgs-pwHONdIIgf;OTfUOkpggf:O.fjdw.f.OdggOjbOIpjfhOdggOjbO-vd”fhOdggO
jbOdp:;O?rIOcO’d.OsI’f:O-Is:pf-OIsOIfgg;O@IOgfd-IhOcO’svf.OcO.p.;O
DdvIsvO”gs-f.hOcO-gpvvf.OpIOpwIsOjbOgfdI’f:O”d::b?swOdw.OmsNNgf.O

dOjsjfwIOHfIIpwHOsrIOsPOswfOsPOI’fOdp:vs:IS-O-pHwdIr:fO:s”epwHO
”’dp:-;OAIfd.pf.hOcO-grwHOI’fO-I:dvOsxf:OjbO-’srg.f:Odw.O.d-’f.OPs:O
jbOHfIdmdbOHdIf;
EEr-IOpwOIpjfhOjdSdjhLOI’fOHdIfOdHfwIO:fjd:ef.Od-OcO-”dwwf.OjbO

dp:gpwfOv’swfOdvvOIsONsd:.OI’fOvgdwf;OJr::bpwHO.smwOI’fOHdwHmdbhO
cO”’dw”f.OdOgsseONd”e;OB’dIO.p.OcOI’pweOcS.O-ffGOFsgp”fGO@O’sd:.O
sPO-”:fdjpwHhOdwH:bOPdw-GOWsOswfOPsggsmf.;OBpI’OswfO-IfvOswIsO



KELLY ELIZABETH HUSTON4

I’fOvgdwfhO:fgpfPOmd-’f.Osxf:Ojf;OcOHdxfOdOvsgpIfOws.OIsOI’fOCpH’IO
dIIfw.dwIOpwO’f:OIp.bONgrfOrwpPs:jOdw.O.r”ef.OpwIsOjbONrge’fd.O
mpw.smO-fdI;
EFpggf:GLOI’fOmsjdwOd-ef.OmpI’Opwlrp-pIpxfOfbf-;
EB’dIGLOcOzsgIf.OP:sjOjbO-’s:I?gpxf.O:f-vpIf;
E7s”eIdpgGLO-’fOd-ef.OdHdpw;
BpI’OdOPr:IpxfOHgdw”fOd:srw.hOcOgfdwf.OIsmd:.O’f:;OEG’hOpIS-OfpH’IO

pwOI’fOjs:wpwH;L
A’fO-’:rHHf.;OEcOI’srH’IOcO:f”sHwpAf.OI’fOgsse;LO
EB’p-efb;OWfdI;LO@OlrpfIONgr:I;OThat’s for you, TexhOcOI’srH’I;O

E7sDffhOIsshOvgfd-f;O?gd”e;LO
EKsrOHsIOpI;LO@-O-’fOwdxpHdIf.OI’fOIpH’IOlrd:If:-OIsOvsr:OjbO

.:pwehOI’fOv’swfhO-IpggOpwOjbO’dw.hOxpN:dIf.;OCpxfwOI’fOfjdpgOcS.O
zr-IO-fwIhOI’fOwdjfOswOI’fO-”:ffwO.:fmOwsO-r:v:p-f;
EcSjOswOI’fOvgdwf;O7dwSIOIdgehLOcOdw-mf:f.;
EKsrO”dwSIO.sOI’p-hO7dggpf;OKsrOzr-IO”dwSI;LODdwfbODpO’dgP?-’srIf.O

dw.ODdwfbOneverO-’srIf.;
EcIS-O.swf;OTfUOkpggf:Op-O.fd.;LOcOfw.f.OI’fO”dggOdw.Ovsmf:f.O

.smwOI’fO.fxp”f;OJdw.pwHOjfOjbOm’p-efbhOI’fO-ebOmdpI:f--S-Omp.fO
fbf-O”drH’IOjpwf;OEKsrO.p.wSIO’fd:OI’dI;O@w.OcSggOIdefOdwsI’f:OswfO
sPOI’f-fOd-O-sswOd-ObsrO”dwOjdefOpIO’dvvfw;LOcOfjvIpf.OI’dIOHgd--hO
dwsI’f:O“:-I?”gd--Ovf:ehOpwOswfO“f:bOHrgv;O

@-O-sswOd-OI’fOvgdwfOIsr”’f.O.smwhOcONssIf.OrvOjbOv’swfhOdw.O
pIOvpwHf.OmpI’OdwOpjjf.pdIfOIfUIOjf--dHfhOI’fO@:srw.OTsmwO7d:O
7sjvdwbOgfIIpwHOjfOewsmOjbO-”’f.rgf.O:p.fOmsrg.OmdpIOPs:OjfO
dIONdHHdHfO”gdpj;OcO’d.OwsO.srNI;OkbOjdwO?f:wd:.Omd-OswOI’fO
zsNhOdPIf:Odgg;O?f:wd:.Omd-OjbO.:pxf:;OBfgghOwsIOjpwfOdgswfhONrIO
-pw”fOcSxfONffwOjdepwHOI:pv-OIsOWfmOKs:ehO?f:wd:.O’d-ONffwOjbO
jdw;OcOmd-O-sONf’sg.fwOIsO?f:wd:.OI’dIOpwOI’fOImfwIb?-sjfObfd:-O
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mfSxfOms:ef.OIsHfI’f:hOI’f:fO’dxfOswgbONffwOI’:ffOpw-Idw”f-Om’fwO
cOPsrw.O’pjOrwdxdpgdNgfOIsO.:pxfOjfYO’p-O.drH’If:Okdp-pfS-O’pH’O
-”’ssgOH:d.rdIpswhO’f:O”sggfHfOH:d.rdIpswhOdw.O’f:Omf..pwHO.db;O
iwOdggOI’:ffOs””d-psw-hOcO”’dwHf.OjbOI:dxfgOvgdw-;OWshOcOmsrg.wSIO
-dbOjbOgpPfO:fxsgxf.Od:srw.Okdp-pfS-O-”’f.rgfhONrIObsrO”srg.;
B’fwfxf:OcOCbOIsOWfmOKs:eO7pIbOIsOjffIOmpI’OjbOgpIf:d:bOdHfwIO

DdwfbOdw.OjbOBdIf:jsrwIOFrNgp-’pwHOf.pIs:hO7fgf-IfhOcOCbOpwIsO
E4F;O?f:wd:.Odgmdb-OmdpI-OPs:OjfOmpI’O’p-O-’s”eOsPOm’pIfO’dp:O
rw.f:OdONgd”eO”dvhOdIsvOdONgd”eO-rpIhO’sg.pwHOdOvgd”d:.OmpI’O7;O
@GATcWOm:pIIfwOpwOwfdIONgs”eOgfIIf:pwH;OcSxfOjd.fOI’p-OI:pvOwfd:gbO
fxf:bOjswI’OPs:OImfwIb?ImsObfd:-hONrIOI’p-Op-Om’dIOmfOdgmdb-O.s;O
B’fwOmfO“:-IOjfIhO’fOmd-O-IpggOdOHpwHf:hOdw.OcOmd-OdON:rwfIIfOpwOjbO
jp.?ImfwIpf-hOdw.ONbOsr:OI’p:.OpwI:s.r”IpswhOcONfHdwOH:ffIpwHO’pjO
mpI’OdO.drH’If:gbOvf”eOswO’p-Ovgfd-pwHgbOvr.HbO”’ffe;OTmfwIb?ImsO
bfd:-OpwhOI’p-O”r-IsjO’d-O-Ir”eOd-Omfgg;OcO”srg.wSIO-dbOPs:O-r:fhONrIOcO
pjdHpwfOcSjOd-Osg.OIs.dbOd-O’fOmd-OI’fO.dbOsPOsr:O“:-IOjffIpwHhOs:O
”gs-fOIsOpI;O?rIhOmpI’OdOgpIIgfO’fgvhOjbO-’srg.f:?gfwHI’OmdxfOp-O-IpggO
N:rwfIIf;
4:sjOdIsvOI’fOf-”dgdIs:hOcOr-f.OjbOxdwIdHfOvspwIOIsO-”srIO

srIO?f:wd:.hONrIOIsOwsOdxdpg;OT’fO”:sm.hOjd.fOsPOfxf:bOjdefO
dw.Ojs.fghONrAAf.ONfgsmhO’d::pf.Odw.O’rHfhONrIOwsONgd”eO-rpIhO
wsONgd”eO”dv;OFrggpwHOsrIOjbOv’swfOdHdpwhOcO-Ifvvf.OsDOI’fO
jsxpwHO-Idp:”d-fOdw.OsrIOsPOI’fOP:dbOIsO”’f”eOjf--dHf-;OT’:ffOwfmO
xsp”fjdpg-hOdggOP:sjODdwfb;OT’s-fOcOpHws:f.;OcOdg-sO:f”fpxf.ObfIO
dwsI’f:O”sw“:jdIpswOIfUIOP:sjOI’fO”d:O”sjvdwb;OT’fO:fvfdIf.O
”swId”IOmd-Orwr-rdgO”sjvd:f.OIsOjbOxp-pI-Osxf:OI’fObfd:-hONrIOcO
d--rjf.O@:srw.OTsmwO’d.OpjvgfjfwIf.O-sjfOwfmOvsgp”bOdPIf:OdO
wf:xsr-OI:dxfgf:Opw-p-If.OswOP:flrfwIOrv.dIf-;
cON:r-’f.OsDOI’fOjsjfwId:bO”sw”f:wOdw.O-fIOjbO-pH’I-OswO

”gdpjpwHOjbOgrHHdHfhOdO:sggf:ONdHOcO.p.wSIO”d:fOIsO’d--gfOmpI’OswO
I’fOvgdwf;O@OH:smpwHOzrjNgfOsPO-rpI”d-f-O”’rHHf.Od:srw.OI’fO
-f:vfwIpwfONfgImdbOd-Ojs:fONdH-O-ep..f.O.smwOI’fO-gp.fOfUIfw.f.O
P:sjOI’fO”fpgpwH;OBbf-OswOjbONdHhOcOmdpIf.OvdIpfwIgbOdjp.OI’fO-”r::bO
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sPOjs:fOfdHf:OvdI:sw-hO:fdgpApwHOzr-IO’smOun’r::pf.OcOmd-OIsOHfIO
IsOjbO.f-IpwdIpsw;ODdwfbS-O-If:wOPd”fOvsvvf.OpwIsOjbOjpw.hOdw.O
jbO-Isjd”’OIpH’Ifwf.OdIOI’fOdwH:bOpjdHf;ODdwfbOmd-wSIOswgbOjbO
dHfwI—O-’fOmd-OjbONf-IOP:pfw.hOjbOswgbOP:pfw.;OA’fS.O”sjfOd:srw.O
sw”fOI’fOpwpIpdgO-’s”eO-rN-p.f.;OBsrg.wSIO-’fGO7fgf-IfOmsrg.ONfO
dO.pDf:fwIO-Is:b;O8p-I:d”If.ONbOjbOmdw.f:pwHOI’srH’I-hOcO-wdvvf.O
IsOm’fwOcO:fdgpAf.OjbONdHO’d.OHswfONbOdw.O’r::pf.OIsO”’d-fOpIOvd-IO
I’fO”d:sr-fgS-OwfUIO”r:xf;
BpI’OjbO-rpI”d-fO:fI:pfxf.hOcOdHdpwOgssef.Od:srw.OPs:OjbOjdwO

?f:wd:.;OcwOImfwIb?ImsObfd:-hO’fS.Owfxf:ONffwOgdIf;O
E@mhOm’dIS-OI’fOjdIIf:hO7dgGO4ffgpwHOdNdw.swf.GODfPIONf’pw.GL
cOwfd:gbOI:pvvf.Osxf:OjbOsmwOPffIhO-vpwwpwHOIsO-ffOTfUhO’p-O

IdgghOjr-”rgd:OP:djfOpwOdO”d-rdgOgfdwOdHdpw-IOdONd”egpIO”d:O:fwIdgO
d.xf:Ip-fjfwI;OE8djjpIhOTfUhLOcOH:smgf.OI’:srH’OdO”gfw”’f.Ozdm;
E@-OcOgpxfOdw.ON:fdI’f;LOJfO“ggf.O’p-Omsrg.?NfOgrwH-Om’pgfOHpxpwHO

’p-OgpjN-OdON:sd.O-I:fI”’hOgpefOdOjdwO:fNs:w;OJp-O”:ssef.OH:pwO
Ifw.f.OIsO”dI”’OjbON:fdI’Odw.O.p.OpIOdHdpw;OE?rIOpjdHpwfO’smOIO
PffgGOKsrOgfPIOjfOHd-vpwHOjbOgd-ION:fdI’-OswOvdHfOHIJhO7dggpsvfO
Eswf-;OTdgeOdNsrIOdNdw.swjfwIOp--rf-;O8d:fOcOd-eOm’dIO’dvvfw-O
swOvdHfOHIKGL
kbOCffIpwHO”sw”f:wOPs:O?f:wd:.O:fNsrw.f.Odw.Of-”dgdIf.OIsO

Prgg?NgsmwOms::b;OcO’fd.f.OIsOI’fOfUpIhOgfdxpwHOjbOv:sNgfjdIp”O
v:sIdHswp-IOpwOjbOmdefhOxf:bOjr”’OnotO.fd.;



Chapter Two

O admpc h aic h aclemt.T h pggldn h y h syrf h ,Ioww h rAu h rAbh
koWIuAvovWhr’hB,yxz“hMhBuAffAshu”qyxshyhzyrowoyxh,yxhqouIhouBh
Yx”?vshk”qvhw”W”hovhuIAhGy,—hqovs”qbhPIAvhuIAhsxoRAxSBhBosAh
”fAvAs“hyhryvhqI”hqyBhr”BuhsAHvouAw’hnothjAxvyxshA-ouAshuIAh
RAIo,wAbhMhBu”ffAshBI”xuhyvshw””—Ash?fhyvshs”qvhuIAhw”ysovWhL”vAh
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