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 At the marshes, a black stork with long red legs 
waded through the shallow water and searched for prey 
with its long straight bill. Aristotle observed its flexible 
toes that allowed it to spread out its weight and balance 
itself in the soggy mud. Its black plumage fluttered in 
the wind. 
 The stork made a hissing call as Aristotle 
approached; then, it continued to search for food. Terns 
had flown in from the nearby lagoon; they flitted about 
hoping for a lucky lunch.
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Aristotle writes:

Of waterbirds such as are web-
footed live actually on the water...
split-footed live by the edge of it 
...water-birds...not carnivorous 
eat water-plants, (but most of 
them live on fish). Storks, and all 
other birds, when they get a wound 
fighting, apply marjoram to the 
place injured.


