
Born Dead, Die Alive 

Cultivating a Humane Humanity with Technology 

 

Are you concerned that technology might limit the essence of humanity or what the future 

holds for the next generations? Do you wonder if unseen forces are guiding how we integrate 

technology into our lives? 

Born Dead, Die Alive is a visionary manifesto that redefines our relationship with 

technology, urging us to break free from outdated paradigms and embrace a future where 

innovation elevates humanity to new heights. Salma Noun argues that we are currently 

"Born Dead" within a system that slows down technological evolution and limits its 

potential to elevate humanity. She illuminates how we can harness technology for more 

profound purposes—to enrich our lives, extend our lifespans, and even achieve a form of 

"Death Alive" by transcending our physical limitations. 

This book is more than a glimpse into the future of technology; it's a compelling call to action 

for leaders, governments, and society to reimagine our world. It challenges us to redefine the 

future of the economy, success, and intelligence in the digital age, and to create a world 

where technology empowers our highest human aspirations. 

Key Themes and Structure 

The book is structured in three parts, each building upon the previous to create a cohesive 

argument for a future where technology serves as a catalyst for human evolution, rather than 

mere augmentation. 

Part 1: Breaking Free from the Past 

Part 1 introduces the idea of humanity being "born dead," metaphorically constrained by 

outdated systems and hidden agendas that dictate our technological progress. It calls for a 

deliberate effort to wrest control and actively shape technology to facilitate human 

flourishing. This section examines: 

• Chapter 1: The influence of hidden individuals and systems on technological 

innovation. 

• Chapter 2: A visionary "model city" where new systems for education, jobs, and 

technology integration are explored. 

• Chapter 3: The need to rethink traditional success metrics and embrace innovation. 

• Chapter 4: The subtle power of algorithms and their impact on privacy, autonomy, 

and mental health. 

Part 2: The Transitional Phase 

In Part 2, the focus shifts to how technological advancements are expanding not just tools but 

also human potential. This section delves into: 



• Chapter 5: How technology meets fundamental human needs, drawing on theories 

like Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and the ALIVE framework. 

• Chapter 6: Redefining success in the Digital Age, driven by individual values and 

dreams. 

• Chapter 7: The importance of emotional intelligence (EQ) and spiritual intelligence 

(SQ) alongside IQ, and how technology can enhance all three. 

• Chapter 8: The future of brain augmentation, emphasizing the need for ethical 

considerations and understanding brain science. 

Part 3: Transcending Human Limitations 

The final part of the book explores the profound implications of technological possibilities on 

human transformation and transcendence. This section includes: 

• Chapter 9: The potential of AI and advanced computing to unlock Universal 

Intelligence and transcend human limitations, inspired by Ray Kurzweil’s "The 

Singularity Is Near." 

• Chapter 10: How technology can foster greater empathy and understanding, 

addressing global conflicts and misunderstandings. 

• Chapter 11: The possibility of AI preserving individual personalities and the ethical 

implications of digital immortality. 

• Chapter 12: A concluding exploration of the Technological Singularity and its 

potential to redefine what it means to be human. 

Key Quotes From the Author 

"It’s about harnessing the power of technology to enhance the human experience, ensuring 

that our time is spent not in the endless pursuit of knowledge, but in living the truths that this 

Universal Intelligence helps to unveil" 

"Success in this technological revolution won’t come from technical brilliance alone. We 

need to seriously question our values." 

"Technology is not just a tool but a key to unlocking possibilities previously deemed 

impossible." 

"Like American civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., I have a dream: to extend the 

human lifespan. Not merely making small improvements to our health and lifespan. This 

dream is grounded in the real possibilities that technology offers for pushing beyond our 

biological boundaries" 

Conclusion 

"Born Dead, Die Alive" presents a compelling argument for a future where technology is 

harnessed not for superficial gains but for the profound purpose of human betterment. The 

narrative urges readers to challenge prevailing negative mindsets and embrace the 

transformative power of technology to extend lifespans, enhance the quality of life, and 

cultivate a deeper connection with the world around us. The book is both a philosophical 

exploration and a call to action, inspiring a proactive approach to the integration of 

technology in shaping our collective future. 



Tone Analysis 

The tone of "Born Dead, Die Alive" is visionary, contemplative, and persuasive. The author 

adopts a forward-thinking perspective, blending philosophical inquiry with practical 

considerations of technological advancements. The tone is also somewhat provocative, 

challenging readers to rethink conventional ideas about technology and its role in human life. 

Throughout the text, there is a sense of urgency and optimism, as the author seeks to inspire a 

shift in societal attitudes towards technology, emphasizing its potential to bring about 

profound positive change. 

 


